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By Joshua Balling
jballing@inkym.com

 Justin Bloise’s dream was to 
catch a touchdown pass in Mon-
day’s Dream All-American Bowl at 
AT&T Stadium in Dallas, Texas.

 
 
 
 
 

It nearly came true. Bloise had a 
65-yard reception in the game, but 
was tackled at the 25-yard line.
 “Those kids are fast,” the Nan-
tucket High School senior said. 
“It’s a different kind of speed at 
this level. I thought I might have 
had a touchdown, but they tackled 
me from behind and the side.”
 Bloise and his Whalers team-
mate Makai Bodden were chosen 
to play in the high-school show-
case from a pool of more than 
3,500 athletes. They tried out for 
the All-American Bowl over the 
summer at a training camp in 
Canton, Ohio, home of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame.
 “Being from a small island, I 
didn’t really expect we would get 
picked. Not a lot of people know 
about Nantucket. But we show-

cased our talent, and showed that 
if you can play, you can play, no 
matter where you’re from,” Bloise 
said. “Everybody puts their pads 
on the same way. If you put the 
work in, you can do it.”
 Bodden also had a reception in 
the game, and both players saw 
more action than they expected in 
Dallas, Bloise said.
 “It was a privilege and an honor 
to play in Texas. I wanted to put 
Nantucket on the map,” he said. 
“I think we proved we can play 
at this level. They kept shuttling 
receivers in and out of the game, 
but as it went on, we were getting 
more and more playing time.”
 Bowl weekend began Friday 
with a media workshop. The next 
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jstanton@inkym.com

 The effort to pass legislation 
enabling municipalities to levy 
a fee on real-estate transactions 
for affordable-housing initiatives 
received support from the Mass 
General Brigham hospital system 
this week. 
 The move outlines the legisla-
tion from a public-health stand-
point as well as an employer 
standpoint. MGB is both a nation-
ally-respected medical institu-
tion and one of the state’s largest 
employers.
  “The lack of community hous-
ing is causing real issues for all 
kinds of institutions and busi-
nesses,” Nantucket housing direc-
tor Tucker Holland said. “MGB 
recognizes this very much. This 

measure is really a case of the leg-
islature giving local municipalities 
permission to help themselves. It 
doesn’t take a dime from the state. 
We’re at a crisis point here and it 
is disappointing that it has taken 
this long to get to this point, for 
the legislature to do something.”
 Elsie Travers, MD, Ph.D. and 
chief community health equity 
officer at MGB, testified on Beacon 
Hill that health and housing are 
inextricably linked in such a way 
that there is a connection between 
housing stability and health out-
comes.
 “People who face housing insta-
bility are more likely to experience 
poor health outcomes,” she said. “A 
recent review of the literature on 
health and housing published in 
the journal Health Affairs found 

that low-income families that 
have difficulty paying rent, mort-
gage or utility bills are less likely 
to have a usual source of medical 
care and more likely to postpone 
needed treatment.”
 She said Nantucket Cottage 
Hospital ’s community health 
needs assessment continuous-

ly highlights the lack of housing 
affordability, with a workforce 
housing needs assessment from 
2015 finding that half of the 
island’s year-round population 
struggles to pay their rent.
 “Not only is affordable hous-
ing a concern with respect to the 
social determinants of health of 
our patients, but it’s also a signif-
icant contributing factor to staff-
ing challenges that our hospitals 
are facing. The lack of workforce 
housing is particularly problemat-
ic for employees in our Nantucket 
Cottage and Martha’s Vineyard 
hospitals,” she said.
 In a joint statement, Denise 
Schepici, Martha’s Vineyard Hos-
pital president and CEO and 
Gary Shaw, president and CEO of 
Nantucket Cottage Hospital, said 
a lack of affordable housing is an 
important factor in being able to 
provide a high level of healthcare 
services to their island communi-
ties. 

  “Massachusetts will not be able 
to maintain its status as a lead-
er in healthcare if people cannot 
afford decent, quality housing,” 
it said. “In remote locations like 
Nantucket and Martha’s Vine-
yard, affordable, year-round hous-
ing is essential to recruitment and 
retention of qualified staff to sup-
port and sustain the health of our 
communities.” 
 Laura Silber, coordinator for 
the Coalition to Create a Martha’s 
Vineyard Housing Bank, put it in 
simple terms. “If you cannot staff 
your hospital, you cannot serve 
your community,” she said.
 Two joint pieces of legislation, 
House bill 3697 and Senate bill 
868, establish an enabling act 
that would allow every city and 
town in the state to opt into the 
plan, which establishes a level 
of housing price that would trig-
ger between a 0.5 and 2 percent 
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Courtesy of Justin Bloise

Nantucket High School seniors Makai Bodden and Justin Bloise 
were chosen from more than 3,500 athletes to play in the Dream All-
American Bowl in Dallas, Texas Monday, after trying out last summer.

Bloise, Bodden show their talents in Texas
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“Every day the legislature 
delays enacting this  

legislation and giving 
municipalities a  

critical tool to address 
this issue, it costs places 

like Nantucket  
in all kind of ways.” 

– Tucker Holland
Nantucket Housing Director

SSA bookings 
predict a busy 
summer season

MGB puts its muscle behind housing bank bill

Photo by Chris Tran

A CHANGED LANDSCAPE: Close to two dozen trees at 57 Pleasant St. were cut down last week by Bartlett Tree 
Experts, dramatically altering one of the most cherished downtown landscapes next to the old white clapboard 
farmhouse owned by the Phelan family since 1841. Speaking with Sam Phelan Wednesday, he explained that the 
trees were dead or dying and that the intention is to recreate an historic formal garden that occupied the site in 
the last century, created by Samuel King, a farmer who lived there in the 1800s. There is no building planned for 
the lot. The Phelans are the recipients of several awards for historic preservation and plan to continue honoring 
the legacy of the property. The project is expected to take three years.

By Joshua Balling
jballing@inkym.com

 Good luck getting a weekend 
car reservation to or from Nan-
tucket this July or August on a 
Steamship Authority ferry.
 The SSA booked 8,056 reserva-
tions between 5 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, the first day unrestrict-
ed bookings were open for summer 
travel between May 17 and Oct. 
19.
 “As of around 9 a.m., there 
were scattered weekend spots 
left for either early-morning or 
late-evening times, but the bulk of 
the currently available weekend 
space was booked,” SSA spokes-
man Sean Driscoll said Tuesday.
 “There is space, but not at the 
times most people are looking to 
travel. Everyone wants the same 
Fridays in July and August. The 
prime dates fill up fast. It happens 
every year.”

 Last year, the SSA booked 
5,530 trips on the first day of open 
reservations, and 5,569 in 2019.
 “It took me by surprise. It’s a 
big jump from what we’ve seen 
over the past couple of years,” said 
Rob Ranney, Nantucket’s repre-
sentative on the SSA board of gov-
ernors.
 “What does it mean? I don’t 
know for sure. Maybe more peo-
ple were booking earlier this year, 
trying to guarantee a spot, and it 
won’t be as busy moving forward,” 
he said. “It’s a big jump, but it’s too 
early to tell what it really means. 
Ever since the Steamship Author-
ity was created, the boats are full 
in the summer, and nothing hap-
pens in the winter. It’s feast or 
famine.” 
 Of the 1,692 total trips avail-
able during the summer schedule, 
24 percent are already complete-
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Doctor testifies at State House that 
health, housing inextricably linked
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fee that would be used to 
form an affordable housing 
bank, similar to Nantuck-
et’s Land Bank.
 The legislation is still 
waiting to be reported out 
of the state legislature’s 
joint committee on housing, 
where it will be sent to one 
last committee before a floor 
vote that could send it to 
Gov. Charlie Baker’s desk.  
 Proponents of the bill are 
hoping it is signed into law 
before Baker steps down as 
governor.
 Nantucket sent a simi-
lar bill, this one based on a 
home-rule petition rather 
than enabling legislation, to 
Beacon Hill five years ago. 
 Holland said over that 
five-year time period hous-
ing costs have risen out of 
control. 
 “Just in this last six 
months the median home 

price has gone up over half 
a million dollars,” he said. 
 “Every day the legis-
lature delays enacting 
this legislation and giving 
municipalities a critical tool 
to address the issue, it costs 
places like Nantucket in all 
kinds of ways.”
 A number of institutions 
across the state have said 
it is difficult to hire their 
first or even second choices 
for jobs because of a lack of 
housing options, Holland 
said.
 There are now over 
80 institutions who have 
signed on to support the 
legislation, including the 
Greater Boston Food Bank 
and the Mass Coalition to 
Prevent Gun Violence.   
 Silber said the addition of 
MGB shines a light on two 
areas of discussion: a lack of 
affordable housing as a pub-
lic-health problem, and as a 
problem for employers.

 “MGB does not enter 
into conversations like this 
lightly,” she said. “They 
have a presence at the leg-
islature, with their own 
governmental affairs team. 
This is their first foray into 
public-health legislation. 
Housing instability is a 
determining factor in pub-
lic health. It is well known 
that if people are spending 
over 50 percent of what 
they earn on housing, they 
are often choosing between 
housing and healthcare.”
 She said healthcare insti-
tutions understand that you 
cannot fix those problems 
only through the healthcare 
delivery system. They need 
to be fixed in society in gen-
eral.
 “This is not about who 
deserves or who can afford,” 
she said. “This is about how 
we keep this commonwealth 
running.”
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Housing: Mass General Brigham supports bill

You’re  
Not 
Alone.

For more information and questions 
please call: 508-280-8777 

January 11th, 18th, & 25th 
(Tuesday evenings in January) 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SOBER CURIOUS?   

To learn more, join us for this 3-part series of guided 
discussions exploring your relationship with alcohol. 

Alcohol & You

Pre-registration suggested

namionnantucket@gmail.com • www.namicapecod.org

6:30pm

INFO@BARTLETTSFARM.COM
508.228.9403

WINTER HOURS
8-6PM MON-SAT 10-6 PM SUNDAYS

FRIEND OF THE FARM ACCOUNT

HOLDERS AGED 65 AND OVER

CAN RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT

ON ALL PURCHASES

SENIORITY RULES.

SIGN UP IN PERSON TODAY

SSA: Many prime weekends sold out

ly booked, and 48 percent 
have less than 25 percent 
availability, Driscoll said 
yesterday. 
 Since many customers 
book multiple reservations 
and then cancel the ones 
they don't need once the 
finalize their travel plans, 
it’s impossible to tell how 
much space could be freed 
up in the coming months, 
Ranney said.
 “Just because boats 
were sold out today, doesn’t 
mean they will be sold out 
a month from now or two 
months from now. Reser-
vations shift all the time,” 
he said. “It could be that a 

month of sold-out boats now 
are people holding reserva-
tions, and when it gets clos-
er, they end up shifting, so 
the boats no longer full. My 
advice? Get on the wait-list 
for the boat you want.”
 Early “Headstart” reser-
vations for island residents 
were also up this year, leav-
ing fewer spaces available 
for the general opening, 
Driscoll said. There were 
6,149 Headstart reserva-
tions made last week, up 
from 4,262 last year and 
4,252 in 2019. 
 The SSA has also 
increased the number of 
preferred spots available on 
each boat available to island 
residents with last-minute 

travel needs. Driscoll said.
 Customers began signing 
on to the SSA website well 
before reservations opened 
at 5 a.m. Tuesday. The 
queue was already 1,800 
long at 4:30 a.m.
 “Anyone who is trying to 
get a reservation for a spe-
cific day and time should 
utilize our wait-list feature, 
as there’s a great deal of 
movement in reservations 
between now and the sum-
mer,” Driscoll said.
 The simple solution 
would be to add more trips 
in the summer. But it’s not 
that simple, with crewing 
schedules and boat traffic 
in both harbors to consider, 
Ranney said.
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