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Reconnect. Join our vibrant community!

MVPCS is a free public school
option on Martha's Vineyard.

Meet our staff and teachers:
Email info@mvpcs.org to register
for our virtual Open House on
Feb. 9, 2021 at 6:00pmFeb. 9, 2021 at 6:00pm

Enrollment is open
through March 5th 
for the 2021-2022
school year. 

Apply online at
www.mvpcs.org 

We’d love to
hear from you!

Visit  www.mvpcs.org
 Email  info@mvpcs.org

Call  508-693-9900
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Reconecte-se. Venha fazer parte
da nossa vibrante comunidade!

Conheça nossos funcionários e
professores: Email info@mvpcs.org
para registrar para o dia de visita
no dia 9 de Fevereiro de 2021
as 6:00pm (virtual)as 6:00pm (virtual)

Matrículas estâo
abertas até 5 de 
Março para o ano
de 2021-2022

Aplique online no
www.mvpcs.org 

Nós Gostaríamos
de ver você!

Visite  www.mvpcs.org
 Email  info@mvpcs.org

Ligue  508-693-9900

Just weeks after getting 
preliminary approval of 
three dates in August 

for Beach Road Weekend in 
Vineyard Haven, promoter 
Adam Epstein has pulled the 
plug on the event.

“We could certainly pull 
it together. We could book it 
and have it on sale,” Adam 
Epstein, CEO of Innovation 
Arts & Entertainment, said 
in a conversation with The 
Times after the announce-
ment was made. “In a good 
year, you’re taking a chance 
that people will or won’t buy 
tickets,” he said. On top of 
that are logistical challenges 
and risks based on public 
safety. “Until I can know and 
feel 100 percent confident 
that public gatherings, mass 
gatherings, are safe, I can’t be 

entirely 100 percent comfort-
able producing an event like 
this,” Epstein said. “Aside 
from what anyone else in 
government might tell me, 
my interest in public health 
overrides everything else.”

Epstein said the uncertain-
ty surrounding the ongoing 
pandemic, particularly the 
slow rollout of the vaccine, 
contributed to the decision 
to postpone the three-day 
music festival. Beach Road 
Weekend had received pre-
liminary approval for Aug. 
27 to 29 at Veterans Memo-
rial Park in Vineyard Haven. 
Epstein plans to go back 
before the select board at its 
next meeting to begin plan-
ning for the 2022 concert.

Beach Road Weekend en-
joyed a successful first year, 

and had a lineup for 2020 
that included Norah Jones 
and Beck. Epstein had also 
made some deals with the 
hospitality industry to sell 
packages to the event.

In deciding not to move 
forward with the 2021 festi-
val, Epstein announced a new 
initiative for 2022 — some-
thing that he had hoped to 
introduce last year. Ahead 
of the three-day Beach Road 
Weekend, Epstein is plan-
ning 025Live — a first of its 
kind, Islandwide event meant 
to support the Vineyard’s 
music community, which has 
been hurt by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 025 refers to the 
first three numbers of Island 
zip codes. According to the 
release, events will be held 
every night leading into the 

Beach Road Weekend dates 
— Aug. 22 to 25 — featuring 
local bands, national tour-
ing artists, “and secret shows 
featuring musicians sched-
uled to play at Beach Road 
Weekend.”

According to Epstein, a 
board for 025Live will be 
announced in the coming 
weeks. Updates will be pro-
vided at The025Live.com.

“It’s part of an effort to 
invigorate the local music 
community and bring them 
into this larger festival envi-
ronment,” Epstein told The 
Times. “We all know the 
Island has a strong music 
community, but it’s lacking 
that sense of towns working 
together. I’ve seen a lot of 
competition between towns 
… and I think music can be 

a way for us to forget about 
the town boundaries and 
bring us all together.”

Some of the venues that 
used to be hotspots for the 
music scene are gone, Ep-
stein said. He’s hoping to 
find spots in every town for 
performances. He envisions 
selling one ticket that would 
give customers a chance to 
see all of the performances.

“It’s extremely likely we’ll 
have events in [2022], and I 
can’t think of a better time 
to get it off the ground than 
now,” he said.

Meanwhile, his promotion 
company will continue its 
foray into drive-in entertain-
ment, providing places for 
movies to be shown and 
concerts to be held — all of 
them opening April 1. Inno-

vation Arts & Entertainment 
will have sites in Boston, 
Austin, South Carolina, and 
one on Cape Cod. The site 
on the Cape has not been an-
nounced, but it won’t be in 
Yarmouth. That site ran afoul 
of an agreement the town 
made when it acquired the 
property. Epstein said two 
Cape towns are in the run-
ning for this year’s venue.

“The Yarmouth Drive-In 
turned out to be the most 
active live entertainment 
venue in North America last 
year,” he said. “We hosted 
over 60,000 people on that 
site, over 44 concerts. It was 
a fantastic site. It was a blast. 
It kept my staff employed. 
We got to work with an in-
dustry that’s just been  
destroyed.”  MVT

A new group on the Island 
is looking to revive the 
idea of a housing bank 

—  this time joining other 
Massachusetts towns, and 
modeling it on the Martha’s 
Vineyard Land Bank real 
estate transfer tax.

The Coalition to Cre-
ate the Martha’s Vineyard 
Housing Bank is led by a 
steering committee co-
chaired by Julie Fay, former 
Martha’s Vineyard Com-
munity Services executive 
director, and Arielle Faria, 
current administrator of the 
Edgartown affordable hous-
ing committee and resident 
of the new Scott’s Grove 
apartments in West Tisbury, 
and made up of other Island-
ers, young and old.

“The crisis has just come 
to a boiling point,” Fay said. 
“There is just no housing 
stock for folks, and it’s really 
impacting every sector on 
the Island.”

Discussions began in 
November, and the Is-
land’s  booming pandemic-
inspired real estate market 
fueled the effort as home 
prices soared and housing 
stock was squeezed.

This is the third attempt at 
a housing bank on Martha’s 
Vineyard. The first in 2005 
got agreement from all six 
Island towns and Island real-
tors, but was shot down by 
the state legislature when the 

Massachusetts Association 
of Realtors lobbied against it.

The second attempt came 
in 2019, following the ex-
panded rooms excise tax on 
rentals such as Airbnb and 
VRBO. That proposal asked 
for 50 percent of the new 
revenue generated by the tax, 
but was swiftly dismissed by 
town selectmen before being 
defeated by each town at an-
nual town meetings.

“We think it’s a much bet-
ter, smarter way to use the 
infrastructure that’s already 

out there and provide seed 
money for development 
projects through the [hous-
ing bank],” she said.

The coalition wants to 
create a housing bank mod-
eled after the Martha’s 
Vineyard Land Bank, with 
funding from a transfer fee 
tax on real estate transac-
tions, similar to what was 
proposed in 2005. The 
housing bank will not 
propose use of existing rev-
enues from towns such as 
the short-term rental tax or 

Community Preservation 
Act funds.

In an Op-Ed in The 
Times, Fay and Faria de-
tailed the efforts and goals of 
the coalition.

The coalition seeks to join 
Martha’s Vineyard with 
Nantucket, Provincetown, 
Boston, Somerville, Brook-
line, and Concord — all 
towns that have passed 
home rule petitions to cre-
ate housing banks based on 
transfer fees. The success in 
those communities shows 

there is more of an appetite 
for such an idea now than 
there was in the past, ac-
cording to the op-ed.

Fay said the coalition 
does not want to duplicate 
any other town services. 
Over the next few months, 
the first thing on the coali-
tion’s agenda is to meet with 
planning boards, affordable 
housing committees, select-
men, finance committees, 
and others to get the word 
out and get feedback.

At the Martha’s Vineyard 
Builders Association an-
nual meeting Thursday, John 
Abrams, a member of the 
steering committee for the co-
alition, said that when Island 
towns voted in 2005 to over-
whelmingly support a housing 
bank, the median home price 
on Martha’s Vineyard was sit-
ting around $500,000.

“As reported recently, it 
is now well over $1 million, 
and we still don’t have a 
housing bank — but I think 
we will,” Abrams said.

He said the coalition 
consists of a diverse cross 
section of the community, 
with about 50 members that 
include business leaders, af-
fordable housing committee 
members, housing commis-
sioners, and other knowl-
edgeable and invested folks 
from each Island town.

The group is committed 
to a “slow, deliberate, highly 

inclusive process” to move 
forward this initiative, which 
will require individual home 
rule petitions from each of 
the six towns.

He added that the Island’s 
state representatives have 
a bill in the works to allow 
towns throughout the com-
monwealth to form housing 
bankis. “We have joined the 
coalition, and we hope to 
spend the next year or two 
making a housing bank on 
Martha’s Vineyard that will 
bring a dedicated funding 
source of $5 million to $10 
million a year to really solve 
this problem,” Abrams said.

Still in its infancy, the co-
alition is working on what 
the percentage tax would 
be, what real estate would 
be exempt, and what the 
housing bank management 
would look like. The goal is 
to have an article on town 
warrants at annual town 
meetings in 2022.

“There’s no rush here,” 
Fay said. “We want to get 
everybody across six towns 
on board.”

The coalition is in com-
munication with an excited 
“fiscal intermediary,” whom 
Fay declined to name.

“We know we have 24 
months in front of us and 
our committee will disband, 
and hopefully there will be 
a housing bank on the other 
side,” Fay said.  MVT

Planning underway for 2022, and Epstein will continue 
drive-in business off-Island.  BY GEORGE BRENNAN Beach Road Weekend pulls the plug on 2021

Unlike the proposal two years ago, new housing bank would 
be modeled on Land Bank–style transfer fee. BY BRIAN DOWDHousing bank idea revived by new group

BRIAN DOWD

Land records at the Dukes County Registry of Deeds. The coalition wants to create a housing bank 
modeled on the Land Bank.


